COUNCIL ACTION

Item No,

Date: August11, 2008
Item/Subject ORDER, Awarding Grant to the Bangor Center Corporation for $2,000 to
Fund City Hall Performances and Audio/Visual for Downtown Countdown
New Year's Eve Event

Responsible Department: Community & Economic Development

Commentary: _

The Commission on Cultural Development’s mission is to promote the development of Bangor as a
regional arts center that nurtures the artistic and cultural expression of its diverse peoples. The
Commission has been authorized by the City Council to review applications to the City for funding from
arts and cultural organizations and to recommend a course of action to the City Council for their review
and consideration.

The Bangor Center Corporation submitted an application for $2,000 to fund performances and
audio/visual assistance for entertainment to be located at City Hall during the New Year’s Eve celebration
called Downtown Countdown.

The Commission noted that the biggest strength of this program is that it provides a wide variety of free
family-oriented New Year's Eve entertainment designed to encourage participants to enjoy several venues
throughout downtown.

“The Commission for Cultural Development recommends that the City Council approve a grant of $2,000.

Department Head

Manager's Comments:

City Manager

Associated Information:

Budget Approval:
Finance Director
Legal Approval:
City Solicitor
Introduced for
___ Passage
___ First Reading Page __of __
__ Referral
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Assigned to Councilor

CITY OF BANGOR

(TITLE.) ORDER, Awarding Grant to the Bangor Center Corporation for $2,000 to

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Fund City Hall Performances and Audio/Visual for Downtown
Countdown New Year’'s Eve Event

the Commission on Cultural Development’s mission Is to promote the
development of Bangor as a regional arts center that nurtures the artistic and
cultural expression of its diverse peoples; and

the Commission is authorized to review grant applications from arts and cultural
organizations and recommend a course of action to the City Council for their
review and consideration; and

the Bangor Center Corporation submitted an application for $2,000 to fund
performances and audio/visual assistance for entertainment to be located at City
Hall during the New Year's Eve celebration called Downtown Countdown; and

the Commission noted in its review process that the project met funding criteria
and the application was complete, and no material weaknesses were noted in
either the project description or the application; and

the Commission noted that strengths of this application include a wide variety of
family-oriented New Year’'s entertainment designed to encourage participants to
enjoy several venues throughout downtown; and

the Downtown Countdown provides a free entertainment option for New Years
Eve:

BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BANGOR THAT

$2,000 be granted to the Bangor Center Corporation from the Cultural appropriation.
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Memo

To: Business & Economic Davelopment Committee
From: Sally Bilancia, Business & Economic Development Officer
Date: July 25, 2008

Re: Grant recommendation for Penobscot Theatre Company

The Commission on Cultural Development is submitting a recommendation to this committee
to partially fund a Penobscot Theatre Company (PTC) production of State of the Union. In
order to further clarify the application and its goals, | have included a couple of excerpls
below from PTC’s application:

Program Purpose

In October and November 2008, PTC will present Russel Crouse and Howard Lindsay's
1946 Pulitzer Prize winning play State of the Union in conjunction with a non-partisan
“Get out the Vote” (GOTV) campaign. The Penobscct Theatre firmly believes that
increasing voter turnout makes democracy work. |n the fact of what will be a historic
election year, the theater will host a voter registration event at the Bangor Opera House
and a series of presentations at local schools, community organizations, and civic clubs,
not only to raise awareness for the production of an American Masterpiece, but to
encourage voter participation in the electoral process. Additionally, Penobscot Theatre
will invite local and national politicians and voters to performances and leave “talk-
backs” with audiences about their own experiences with the election process.

Methodology

A combination of marketing tactics will saturate the community, bringing a high
awareness to not only the production, but to Penobscot Theatre Company, the Maine
Arts Commission, and the “Get out the Vote” effort. In order to promote the project in as
effective way as possible, Penobscot Theatre will work with its media sponsors, WLBZ
Channel 2 television and Cumulus radio stations, on an advertising campaign that
simulates a political campaign. Campaign simulation tactics include 1940's style
campaign buttons, lawn signs, and memorabilia; a direct mail piece targeting all of
Penobscot County; and radio and television commercials that emulate mid-20™ century
candidacy announcements. These stylish and historic ads will capture the attention of
citizens of all ages, with an emphasis on bringing theatre and politics to the rural and
youth populations of the region.



COUNCIL ACTION

Item No.
Date: 11, 2

Item/Subject ORDER, Awarding Grant to the Penobscot Theatre Company for $25,000 to
Partially Fund the Production of “State of the Union”

Responsible Department: Community & Economic Development

Commentary:

The Commission on Cultural Development’s mission is to promote the development of Bangor as a
regional arts center that nurtures the artistic and cultural expression of its diverse peoples. The
Commission has been authorized by the City Council to review applications to the City for funding from
arts and cultural organizations and to recommend a course of action to the City Council for their review
and consideration.

The Penobscot Theatre Company submitted an application for $25,000 to partially fund a $95,500
production of an American Masterpiece “State of the Union” combined with a voter registration drive and
ancillary non-partisan election activities.

The Commission noted that the biggest strengths of this application include significant outreach to the
public and committed support from the Maine Arts Commission and National Endowment for the Arts.

The Commission for Cultural Development recommends that the City Council approve a grant of $25,000.

Department Head

Manager's Comments:

City Manager

Associated Information:

Budget Approval:
Finance Director
Legal Approval:
City Solicitor
Introduced for
___Passage
___First Reading Page __of __
___ Referral
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